REVOLTED  AMERICA
It must be admitted that George's personal feelings on the dispute
cannot accurately be gauged; but from the scanty evidence
available it does appear probable that he hoped to overcome the
difficulty by stating a principle [the right of Parliament to levy an
external tax] and calmly allowing it to fall into the background
by not enforcing it too rigidly.
on the same day as the British Parliament met to listen to
North's proposals in regard to the Townshend duties Boston
witnessed that £ bloody massacre * which was to prove itself to
be one of the best items in the publicity campaign of the party
which meant to have independence. What happened is still in
dispute; but a party- of troops came into collision with a crowd
in the Boston streets; and in the end the officer in command
ordered his men to fire. Three people were killed outright;
and of the eight wounded two subsequently died.1
The British peoples have always regarded with horror and
detestation the employment of the military in cases of civil
disorder. On both sides of the Atlantic * the Boston Massacre *
was condemned as a brutal and unjustifiable act. At home the
Opposition thought fit to regard it as irrefutable evidence of
the Government's unfitness to direct the nation's affairs: in the
colonies Radical agitators found it to their advantage to parade
it as a proof of the sinister influences which, they persisted in
avowing, were at work to undermine the liberties of the American
people. The Boston authorities demanded the immediate with-
drawal of the soldiers from their town, and preferred a charge of
manslaughter against Captain Preston and the men in his com-
pany. Thomas Hutchinson, the Governor of Massachusetts,
protested against the withdrawal of the troops: quite rightly
he argued that they were needed in the town to preserve law
and order. But his protest was ignored, and in order to avoid
further ugly scenes the regiment took up quarters in Fort William
outside the town.
1 Piecing together a story from the tales told by both sides the conclusion one comes
to is that as a result of an ordinary street riot the soldiers, who were considerably put
out by the insults hurled at them [' bloody backs *—a reference to the floggings so
common at that time in the Army—had the same sting as' bastard * has now with working
men], acted rather roughly. One thing led to another; and then more or less in self-
defence the volley was fired.
167

